
building resilience together: 
A Timeline of the Global Earthquake Model Foundation

2004

The German delegation proposes 
a workshop to address the absence 
of a suitable forum to discuss earthquake 
science at the 11th OECD-GFS meeting.

A third workshop in Paris  
finalizes the GEM Business 
Plan.

2008

A workshop on Earthquake Science in Potsdam 
identifies the need for Global Seismic Risk Map.

2006

2007

GEM completes its business plan 
and receives 5M euros from 
MunichRe as first private sponsor. A strategic planning meeting in Zurich  presents 

GEM to the global professional community.

2008

2008

The OECD Global Science Forum selects 
EUCENTRE to host the GEM Secretariat.

2009

GEM Foundation is incorporated as 
a non-profit organisation in Pavia, Italy.

2009

GEM holds 1st Governing Board meeting in June 
2009 in HohenKammer, Germany.

2009
 

Rui Pinho is appointed 
as the first  GEM 
Secretary General, 
 serving the 
     organisation 
         until 2013.         until 2013.

OQ team commits first line of code to OpenQuake engine.

2010 2013
GEM completes and 
delivers 10 hazard 
and risk global 
components.

GEM releases OpenQuake engine Version 1.0 
- GEM's seismic hazard and risk computational 
software.

2013
GEM completes the first Work Programme (WP1).

2013

2014

Anselm Smolka is appointed 
as the second GEM Secretary 
General until his retirement 
in 2015.

2015
GEM releases the first version of OpenQuake Platform.

2016

John Schneider is appointed as the third 
GEM Secretary General.

2018
GEM receives UNDRR award.

GEM releases the Global Hazard and Risk Maps on December 5th.

2018

2020

Capability for multi-peril 
analysis is added to the
OpenQuake engine

for enhanced
performance.

GEM celebrates OpenQuake 10th anniversary.

2020

GEM launches the Global Model for Earthquake Social 
Vulnerability and Resilience (SVR) at the UR Forum.

2020

GEM releases first version of all model data in the 2018 global 
mosaic to the public.

2021

GEM receives award from EERI (best 2020 paper on global 
risk development).

2021

GEM launches updated Global Hazard and Risk maps at 
the first GEM Conference.

2023

2023
Helen Crowley is appointed as the fourth 
GEM Secretary General.

GEM releases New Global Earthquake 
Hazard and Risk Products.

2023


