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Earthquake Risk Profile for Venezuela 
 

In the last century, five major earthquakes have struck the Northern region of Venezuela, causing more than 400 
fatalities and leaving thousands homeless. The most recent, significant event occurred in July 1967 (Mw 6.6) near 
the capital, Caracas, causing 240 casualties and approximately 90 million USD in property damage. The main 
causes for the extensive damage observed in past events (despite the moderate magnitude) is the high 
concentration of population and property in seismic hazard prone areas, and the prevalence of non-engineered 
construction 

Seismic hazard Seismic risk Social vulnerability Integrated risk 

    

Social indicators Risk indicators High risk regions 

 

Population (mil.): 30.4 Population at risk (mil.): 16.0 

GDP (bil. USD): 438.3 Property at risk (bil. USD): 108.3 

Capital stock (bil. USD): 1155 AAL (economic – mil. USD): 326.2 

Life expectancy: 74.5 AAL (fatalities): 21.0 

GINI Index: 44.8 Max. economic loss (bil. USD): 19.8 

Gross savings (bil. USD): 97.8 Probable max. loss (bil. USD): 5.5 

Financial indicators
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